






















RELIGIOUS, INFORMER. | 


ENFIELD Ne He PUBLISHED MONTHL?Y BY EBENEZER CHASE. 








Terms OF THE InrormeR.—For one paper a year 60 cents. For fives 
950 cents. For sixteen, $7,20 cents. If paid in advance, 50 cents a a 
ear for one paper. For five, two dollars. For sixteen, 6 dollars. 

New subscribers must pay 50 cents in advance, or their names will not be eit 

serted on the list. Money ensured by the publisher, if enclosed wn the pres hee 
ince of the Post Master where said letter is mailed. 


All letters must be directed to Ebenezer Chase, P. M. Enfield, N. Hi 





Vol. V. No. 6. JUNE, 1824. Whole No. 54. it 


meee a 



















| : FOR THE INFORMER. 
Copy of a letter to ihe eT Br. David Marks, Jr. da- 
’ ted at Bradford, N. H. 

Dear FRIEND, 

In my last communication, I observed that while laborin 
n those towns near Enfield, I felt impressions that [ had a 
york to do in the south. And as the wise men, by follow- 
ng the star, were led where the young child was; so [ 
hink, by following the impression of the spirit, I was guid- Z| 
ed into Bradford. But when I first came into the town, | : 


tril 26th, 1824. 


had no particular impression that the place of my arrival 
was the town where the Lord had a work for me to do. 

The first meeting I held in Bradford, to me was an unu- ii 

ually dark and trying time. ‘The second or third, which vt 

has as on the 5th of March, was, I think, interesting and pro- 

be Pahitable. [ continued in the town until the 25th of the month; 

pod generally preached ouce or twice in each day. Man¥ 











f _ BP! our meetings were truly solemn, affecting and refreshing. 
Ai gentle breeze from heaven began to bring a pleasant cloud, 
which, with the sound of rain, gladdened the hearts of the ii 
lace Pomrcnds of Zion. By this time several had given evidence of y 
onversion; and the attention of the people had become ih 
feat. Our assemblies were large, and’ the prospects very \G 
ws neouraging. About the last of the month, 1 went to War- Ae 
ve er and Salisbury ; held three or four meetings; felt much it 
Sy ast down ini mind. But returning to Bradford, I heard the t 
: elreshing news; that a man in that vicinity of much infor- fe 
67. Vou. Ve. 6 a 











o2 
ination, who also had been a noted infidel, was under ‘pew. 
erful conviction, and viewed himse!f a lost, undone sinney. 
} soon made him a visit, and found the report to be true, 
aud but two or three days bad passed, before he gave 
clear evidence of having received remission of sins. On the 
evening of the day of his conversion, he said, “This ha; 
been the happiest day leversaw. O! w bat have I been 
about in the forty years of my past life !" 

The conversion of this man is a wonder in the eyes of all 
his acquaintance ; and none have dared to dispute its being 
the work of God Preaching was not made instrumental of 
his awakening, for he carried on his opposition until God 
took him in hand, and reasoned with him as it were, face te 
face, by which he learned that though he might withstand 
the pr eaching and arguments of men, he cou id not refrain 
from trembling, when he heard a voice from heaven say Igy) 
“Vhy persecutest thou me?” 

‘This mstance of remarkable conversion, has greatly glad- 
dened the hearts of the friends of Zion. 

Some of the most respectable characters of the town 
have had their attention called to those things, which be- 
Jong to their peace, and bave been sharers m this work of 
reformation. Backsliders and wanderers have returned to 
the fold of Christ. ‘Three of the converts dated their convic- 
tion as far back as Jan. last, at which time they were awa- 
kened by the preaching of Elder J. Rowe of this town; 
hewever the exercise of their minds did not become public, 
antl the awakenmg became quite general, which was in the 

month of March. Since that time the work has been grad- 

ally progr essing, but not with so great power as mm some 
sir els in which IT have labored; yet I have not a doubt 
but that it is the work of the Lens also, believe that ma- 
ny souls in Bradford, will never forget the mercies and lov- 
ing kindness of God to them in the spring of 1824. There 
are some, who are yet seeking for an interest m the Lamb. 
I have preached forty-five sermons in the town, and now 
fee] my work to be done in Bradford. I imtend to leave 
the town to-morrow. O may God give me wisdom, and di- 
reot my feet im the right path. 
Farewell, 


Dave Markss J Bs 
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¥ | FOR fHE INFORMER, 

@opy of a letter to the editor from Elder Marcus Kilborn, dw 
ted at Rising Sun, Indiana, Switzerland County, March. 
20th, 1824. 

Dear Broruer Cuass, 

Having had the opportunity of perusing the Religious In 
former, and re it to be a work of great value, in give 
ing information of the progress and state of réligion in our 
comexion; I think it expedient for me to make myself and 
situation known to my brethren, through the same. I pros 
fessed religion in the state of New-York, united with the 
Freewill Baptist church in Attica, on the Holland Purchase, 
belonging to Bethany Quarterly Meeting, where I remain- 
ed for a short space of time, during which time, I felt seri« 
us impressions of mind to warn sinners to flee from the 
wrath to come. “When [ left my brethren there, I travel- 
led to the state of Ohio, met with Elder R. Cheney, my 
spiritual father, where I remained two years, in which time, 
feeling ordered by heaven, and by the permission of my 
brethren, | commenced sounding liberty to captive souls, 


and saw the ingathering of souls to the Redeemer. I re-— 


ecived ordination mm January, 1820, and removed the July 
following to this place, where [ commenced preaching to 
crowded congregations, felt and saw the outpouring of God’s 


,e 


spirit, and constituted a church the September following, 
consisting of five members. I! continued trying to preach 
free salvation, and péople flocked from all quarters, to hear 
what they called the new doctrine preached. Tie seasous 
were solemn, sinners said, “what must we do to be saved ?” 
Some were hopefully converted, and joined with us. Op- 
position then began, and reformation abated. I was order- 
cd by some to stop preaching among them, discouraged by 
others, but encouraged by my Master. [ continued on 
threugh all opposition to hold up Jesus to the people, as the 
only possible means whereby sinners could be saved. The 
Lord was on my side, reformation again commenced, souls 
were converted, and the little pra increased. 

In 1822, the Lord raised up amongst us a help; viz. 
Alexander Sebastian, who was liberated to preach, and the 
Lord blessed his labours. He was ordained last summer, 
ond remains well engaged. 


Our society has been gradually increasing until this time, 

















































84 
and the work is still going on in these regions. Our press 
ent number consists of one hundred. 

Elder Benjamin Leaviit, living in Jefferson county, this 
state, formerly of the state of New-York, has united with 
us. August 1823, we formed an acquaintance with Elders 


_Moses Dudley and Benjamin Tufts of Ohio, formerly of 


Maine, and appointed a Quarterly Meeting, which was hol- 
den on the second Saturday and Sabbath in January, in 
Hamilton Township, Warren County, state of Ohio, named 
the Miami Quarterly Meeting. ‘Fhe meeting was attended 
with great solemnity, numbers appeared to be enquiring 
what they must do to be saved, and some were hopefuily 
converted. Their number consists of about forty members, 
well engaged. 

The next Quarterly Meeting is to be holden at Bryant’s 
Creek, Switzerland County, Indiana, on the first Saturday 
and Sabbath in June, 1824. 

My desire is to see the prosperity of Zion, and wish, if 
you deem this worthy of a place in your paper, to publish 
such a part as you shall think proper. 

I wish travelling preachers to try to make it in their way 


to visit these regions, for the harvest is great and the labor- 
ers are few. 


I am, with respect, yours in the Gospel, 


Marcus Kinporn. 


FOR THE INFORMER. 
HAPPINESS. 

The grand spring of all human action seems to be happiness; either in 
this world or the world tocome. In search of happiness in this world, men 
pursue various objects; and take measures, which, in their opinion, 
will conduce most to gaining their end. The miser is looking for hap- 
piness, through the medium of his vast hoards of gold and silver, which 
of ilemselves can yield him neither food or raiment, and while laying 
dormant are of no real use to him. Others, with the same object in 
view, and as little probability of success, seek for happiness, by attain- 
ing to wordly honers; and are continually perplexing themselves to 
find means for their further advancement; which, if they chance to at- 
tain, will draw on them the eyes of a discerning public, get to them- 
selves many enemies, and will finally come short of their expectations. 


The grand question now arises; do they find permanent enjoyment 
by the possession of wealth or worldly honours? I think the answer 
must he by every candid person, that he who seeks for happiness it 
sublunary things, will in the end fail in the attempt. It is worthy ot 
vemark, that having in abundance dees not at all diminish our desires; 
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but rather agreeable to the ancient maxim, “the more a person has, 
the more he craves,” er wants. 

Many more ciasses might be enumerated ; but let one suffice. ‘That 
js the giddy youth of our country ; which of all classes, seem to take 
measures the least likely to produce success. Possessing all the vigor 
of youth, their first object seems to be the uniting exercise with pleas- 
ure; hence we find them collecting together in the ball chamber, ‘here 
to display their wonderfui talents, at jumping and capering untii their 
debilitated limbs will scarce support them. Oh! wretched,. mistaken, 
misguided youth ; how tong will you labor for that which satishes not, 
| would appeal to your own consciences whether those scenes are pro- 
ductive of any reai pleasure or not; and | think the answer will be in 
the negative. 

But says the young person, amusements are necessary; how can I 
become acquainted with those of my age, if | am never to visit piaces 
of diversion? If we want amusemenis, let us take those of a more per- 
manent nature; the after reflection of which, wiii be pleasing. ‘Lhe 
works of nature, being allusory to the maker and finisher of the same, 
aflord one of the most lasting sources of pleasure and delight, which 
man canever enjoy. When we behold man, the image and workman- 
ship of God; the various powers and faculties with which he is endued ; 
together with the depth and penetration of his mind; we are led to 
suppose, that something of real worih and value, must be necessary to 
afford him pleasure and delight. 

After young people have spent the night in riotous confusion, they 
return home with heads inebriated, persons debilitated, carelessiy turow 
themselves on couches, pass a few hours in a restless, teverish, and per- 
turbed state, awake in a stupified delirium, chide the coming day, and 
reflect with pain on the night pace, Aiter all this { would ask if this is 
happiness. No—-nothing like it, the farthest from it possible. beware, 
then, young people, how you spend your time *, remember your lives 
are fleeting, and rapidly hastening to an end; soon you musi be called 
to pass the sable yale of death, and bid adieu to all things here: oe. 
Be careful then and spend your time in such a manner, that when 0°" 
are called to render an account of your stewardship, jt may be with joy 
and not with grief. In order for which, you must watch over all your 
thoughts, words, and actions. May you so conduct yourselves as to pass 
With pleasure through this vale of: tears, and at last pluck ambrosial 
fruit from life’s fair tree in the world to come. | 

H***** Ro Qaeeoke 
Enfield, N. H. May 8th, 1824. i : 





. | FOR THE INFORMER. 
A arscouragement and objection, which young peeple may have against being 
; religious in their youthful days, answered. 5 : 
Ons. If IT am religious in my youthful days; 1! shall debar and de- 
Prive myself of many pleasures and delighis of life, which youth is the 
proper season to enjoy. , 
P ANs. 1, Religion does not wholly debar you of, and restrain you fror 
1e delights and pleasures of this life. Indeed you must not make r “ 
vision for the flesh, to fulfil the lusts thereof. You must not give” A 
Petite and sense its full swing ; nevertheless, there is not a total *™ 
straint Jaid upon you. Religion is not such a sour, ill-natured thin,;~ 





































































You may imagine it to be. It does not give a total prohibition of'eartix, 
Jy pieasures, but ailows of, yea, directs to the sober and moderate use of 
them. “Go thy way, eat thy bread with joy, drink thy wine with a 
merry heart; for God now accepteth thy works. Let thy garments be 
always white ; and jet thy head lack no ointment.” Use this world you 
may, so as not to abuse it. Religion would only direct and lead you te 
such a use and enjoyment of earthly pleasure and delight, as may be 
‘without offence to God, and hurt to yourselves. 

2. The pleasures, which religion requires you to deny yourselves in, 
and abandon ; what are they? they are mean and base at best; suited 
only to the inferior part of man. They have in them more of the 
beast than the man; and the brute creation may have more exquisite 
sense than we have. And what are these to a rational soul; to us 
whom God has taught more than the beasts of the earth, and made wi- 
ser than the fowls of the air? They are false and deceitful; have in 
them the shew of pleasure only, and not the substance, the appearance 
and name, rather than the thing; the fruition of them does not answer 
the expectation. Solomon ran a prodigious lengih of sensualities, in 
the pursuit of forbidden pleasures. He proved his heart with mirth, 
and gave himself to know madness and folly ; whatsoever his eyes de- 
sired he kept not from them; he withheld not his heart from any joy. 
Well, and what satisfaction did all this afford him? Why, truly none at 
all. He said of laughter it is mad, and of mirth what doth it? Again, 
they are vanishing and perishing. ‘The world passeth away, and so 
doth the lusts thereof. ‘lhe pleasures of sin, they are but for a season, 
and a very short season too. ‘They will perish with the using, they 
are easily disturbed and di.ched, quickly over and gone. They are de- 
structive and deadly hitter sweeis; they toace and gratify now, but 
they will sting and torment hereafter. Fhe fruit and end of them is 
Deatu. 

Therefore, young 
a part in Ch 
be readv 
ed to 
= sl the yoice of Wisdom, which saith, “J love them that love me, 
and those that seck me early shall find me.” 

_ A FRIEND TO YOUR HAPPINESS. 


real’. bo resolved to prefer heaven before earth, 
Mist before al! the wealth and honors of the world, so as i 
to part with a!l for Christ and heayen, if you should be call 





THE PREACHER. 





The following extracts from a discourse on these words, TSAiAH xxxiit 17. 
“THINE EYES SHALL SEE THE KING IN HIS BEAUTY ;” 


delivered in Lordon on Lore’s day morning, befere the Royal Procession- 
on the evening before—and with a little variation, the Lord’s day evening 
after tthe vecr a. Dp. 1788. are worthy the attenteve perusal of all the love 
ers of the Kins, whom God has set upon has holy hill of Zeon :— 


THF prblle appearance of Christ will be the most glorious sight 
mt ager earth beheld 2 this procession will be worth beholding. It 


SUL..5 cond beyond description. The preparations that are making 
PEMA... jyymense and inconceivable. I may say avith truth, that ever 
‘,)) of man, the preparations have been making for this grand 


I " Se 
-y: but especially for the time of one thousand seven hutte 


eng 















87 
geod and fifty-six years past, The King of glery once visited this world 
ef ours; but then he caine incog, or in disguise : he was In the worid, 
and the world was made by him, and the world knew him not. —Then 
he came to lay the foundation of that empire which shall at last univer- 
gally prevail, and rise above all thrones and dominions, principalities 
and powers. For this he left the bright regions above, laid his gicry 
gside, humbled himself, made himself of no reputation, and took upon 
him the form of a servant, and was made in the likeness of men; aud 
being found in fashion as a man, he humbied himself, and became obe- 
dient unto death, even the death of the cross. But by this amazing hu- 
mility, he hath gbtsined: and shall obtain, the highest ! honor, giory, and 
exaltation. It was no trifle of d triumph that he enjoyed on that glori- 
gus day, when he ascended up on high, and led captivity captive : and 
having spoiled principalities and powers, he made a shew of them 





, openly, triumphing oyer them in it. 
No Roman conquerer, or his thiumpbant day, ever received honors 
# worthy to be named in comparison of those that Jesus merited and ob- 


tained, on that ever memorable day, when he ascended up on high, and, 
asa mighty conquerer, entered the gates of ihe imperial palace, drug- 
ging his enemies to the portals of the sky. When he arrived at these 
gates of pearl, that never had been opened to mankind, the comma co 
went forth—*“Lift up your heads, O ye gates, and be. ye lift up. ye 
everlasting doors, and the King of glory shall come in.” . ‘The gocntie 
then was asked—“Who is this King of giory? Who can claim admit- 
tance here? these gates have never been opened to man.” ~‘Dhe an- 
swer was, “Jenovan strong and mighty, Jekxovan mighty in baitie. Lift 
up your heads, O ye gates, even lilt them up ye everiasting deors; and 
the King of glory shall come in, But it was asked, a second time, 
‘Y ho is this King of glory?” ‘The final answer was given, “Jenoval 
of hosts ; he is the King glory.’ ‘Then the evcriasting portais were 
thrown open, never more to be shui: “When thov, O Jesus, hadst 
avercome the sharpness of death, thou didst open the kinrdom of heay- 
eu to al! believers.’ He entered: but Oh, what joy and triumph flied 
the courts of heaven! wiih gladness and rejoicing he was brourht into 
the palace of the Highest. God, even lmmanue’, went up with a snout: 
rnovant with the sound of a trumpet. The ton of God Most bie 
foil ed his foes, fought, and overcame them in battie, and then sat Cew: 
with the Father upon his throne. He wasthen exalted 8 t the righ: hand | 
God; Jruovan, the eternal Tather said unte bim, that's our Lord —*5! 
thou at my right hand, until I make thine enemies thy foorstool. Jrro.- 
van Sliall send ihe rod of thy strength out of Zion; rule thou in the 


midst of thine enemies.” ' 
Rut Oh the day, the awful and dreadful, glorious and lovely day, 
% when the King of kings, and Jord of lerds, shalt appear in his beauty: 
| Whose heart can conceive, fo: ine deciare, oY pen describe, the Fim 
rics and terrors of that day, when the Almighty Saviour shail sescerd 
i triumphant, and all the celestia 1! warriors, that he ve followed his direo. 


tion and example, sha!i compose his majestic train? Assist me, © Gord, 
to declare the grandeur, the maguificence of that procession: such ss 


bot all the kings of the earth joined together could form, wer all ‘oe 
m' ighty ones of the globe compose. Vige Lord of Iie aid glory wie 
appear, high seated on the cloud of brightness ; rm ding ¢ pee hdie hepa 


2 
“ 
a 


decked with majesty and excellency, and arrayed Q t 





































































8 
ty ; and the heavenly armies sali Bhton him upon white horses, clog. 
ed in tine jinen, white and clean; which fine linen is the righteousneg 
of saints.—Oh, shall I be there? shaii I see the King in his beauty| 
shall | be one that shall follow in his train? | weep to think I may be 
shut out; 1 burst into tears at the thought that | may be missing, an 
be weeping in darkness and pain, while ali heaven will be rejoicing 
upon the occasion. Where, my friends, will you be then? Do yoy 
think, that dying in your present situation, you wiil come with Christ? 
Awake, awake, to righteousness, and sin not: be like your Saviour now 
in temper and life, then when he shail appear, you shall be like him ig 
beauty ; for you shali see him as he is. ‘You shall not only behold hin 
in his beauty, but your present vile bodjes shall be changed, and fash. 
ioned like unto his glorious body ; according to the working where. 
by he is able to subdue all things unto himself. 

But see, the King approaches! Hark! hear the trumpet sound! be- 

hold the dead saints arise! Shall your tombs and mine split asunder 
then? or shall we continue under the power of death, when the Prince 
of life comes? If we arise not at that time, we are certain we shall 
not live again until the thousand years of Christ’s glorions reign on 
earth are tinished. Or if we should be found alive, who of us shall be 
changed, and caught up to meet the Lord in the air? and who shall be 
destroyed, and slain before him? and who allowed to live to repeople 
the earth? for in one of these five situations shall each of us be in that 
awful day. Either, 1. we shall come with Christ, and be raised from 
the dead in his likeness, and rise to meet him in the middle air; or, 2. 
we shall be fouud alive, changed, and caught up with the raised saints 
into the clouds; or, 3. shall continue to sleep in the dust, until the 
thousand years are finished; or, 4. shall be in rebellion, and shall be 
destroyed from the face of the earth; and shall not even see the bles- 
sings which the Lord will bestow upon mankind ; or, 5. shall be contin- 
ued on the earth, to see the goodness of the Lord in the land of the 
living ; and to be the happy subjects of his kingdom in the Millennium ; 
and to increase, and fill the world with inhabitants. 
_ But, behold, the King advances! which is he? (for all the saints 
with him shine like the sun.) Ah; that is he, with a bright crown of 
glery around his head. Do you not see the prints of the thorns in his 
forehead, from which now stream forth rays of insufferable brightness ? 
there is the beautiful standard of the cross, carried before him; that 
ensign whereon he suffered shame, is now changed into the highest 
mark of splendour and glory. See his beautiful hands; how bright 
and resplendent shine the nail prints in them, by which he was fasten- 
ed to his cross? Now those soft, those lovely feet of his, once torn with 
vude irons, pierced, and fastened by spikes to the tree, appear beautiful 
indeed. Behold the marks remaining! see how glorv blazes through 
them! There, there, do not you discern the mark of the spear in his 
side ? how bright shines that wound, whereby his heart’s blood, ard the 
water in the pericardium came forth! O cruel spear! how hast thou 
distinguished and marked indelibly the blessed body of Christ! 

O ye Jews, what think you now of the Messiah, whom ye have so 
often cursed, and execrated for an impostor? How often have you 
Jaughed at the idea of the poor Christians trusting in a hanged Christ ? 
What think ye of him now? See the cross has become the standard 














of glory, and the epsign of majesty ! do you see the marks in his hands, 













89 
feet and side 8 Ali, I do not wonder that you cry so bitterly; well may 
ou weep and lament! methinks I hear your cries and wailings rend 
jhe air! Oh how is your language changed! “is this the babe of Beth 
jehem ? this the man that groaned on Calvary? Is this- he whom our 
fathers crucified, and whom we kaye so iong rejected, and treated with 
contempt and scorn? yes, he it is; but Oh, how changed from what he 
was, when on the cross he suffered death!” But I leave you to lament 


and mourn awhile (I hope you will not mourn in vain) and return to 





Dow yiew the glorious sight, the king in his beauty, the Lord from heaven 
iM iy exalted in glory—Great as the triumph was when he ascended up 
hing through the regions of the air, and entered into heaven itseif, this de- 
ash. scent to earth is far greater; this 1s the end which he hath had in yiew 
res from the beginning: to be honoured and glorified, where he suffered 
shame, pain and death, is great honour indeed! On earth he suflered, 

be. and on earth he must reign; here he was despised, here he must be 
der raised; here he was execrated and blasphemed, and here he must be 
nce adored and reverenced. Here his saints were despised, here they suf- 
all fered for his dear sake; and here they must be glorified with him. Oh 
OR my Lord, let me suuffer now, that | may reign with thee my Saviour 
be in that day! Ob how happy shall those be then, that here were re- 
Ne proached and persecuted for their Redeemer’s sake! Remember me 
le O Lord, when thou comest into thy kingdom; Remember me, O my 
t God, for good. 
‘ . 
: MEEKNESS AND PASSION, 
| (Continued from page 76.) 


The interval between Beanfort’s conversation with Sir Herbert 
Glanville and his next visit, was employed in making further inquiries 
respecting the fugitive Walter; but no intelligence of any sort could be 
obtained. The disconsolate rarents considered him as lost, and endeav~ 
ored to resign themselves to the affecting dispensation. In his retire- 
ment, the Baronet reflected on the words of young Beaufort :—* Prayer 
as the refuge of the Christian, and calls down blessings from the skies.’? 
“Ah,” he exclaimed, “Show little have I known of the nature of prayer 
to the Almighty! Oh! that I had been taught it in my early years!” 
He then turned to the Prayer Book and endeavored to find a collect 
suited to his present state ; and kneeling down, read it over with great 
seriousness. This was the first time in his life that he had ever at- 
tempted any thing like a prayer! 

The case of Sir Herbert Gianville is not singular. There are, alas} 
thousands who rise in the morning and retire to rest in the evening 


without thinking of God, of death, of eternity! The very mention of 
prayer is to them disgusting ; to offer up a petition in the chamber is 
being “righteous over much :” and to pray in the family is puritanical 
and canting! It is difficult.to find a name for these irreligious persons: 
to them the service of the Sabbath is tedious, and they rejoice when 
the benediction is finished, and the moment arrives for a drive into the 
parks, or a call before dinner upon some fashionavle acquirement to 
converse upon the performances at the theatre on the preceding evye- 
ning, or any topic of discourse except religion! Can we wonder that 
there are so many infidels in existence? What are pretended Chris- 


tians but infidels in disguise. who have not honesty enough to take the 
Mame ! 





































































































$I 
y. Herbert. Lost! my dear friend, how eould that ‘be whea your. 


a ~ conduct has been so moral, and, in all respects irreprou@ha- 
4 

a eaufort. I had often read those searching texts of Scripture :— 

“8 Be cept your righteousness exceed the righteousness of the scribes 

‘*: BM, oharisees, ye Shall iu no wise enter the kingdom of heaven. by 

‘on jeeds of the law shalj no flesh be justified in his sight. Not by 
{ ‘ks of righteousness which we have done, but according to bis mer- 

io .e saved us.’ These and a variety of other declarations convinced 
’ shat salvation could not be obtained by the works of the law, since 

“y ‘hing would be accepted but perfect and universal obedience. I dic, 

¥ eed, endeavour to fulfil its requirements, to love God with all my 

7 art, to keep hoiy the Sabbath, but 1 found myself constantly deli- 

nt. 
Sir Herbert, If you were deficient, what must J be? 
. Beaufort. Ob! sir, in the sight of the holy and perfect Jehovah we 


eall guilty aad polluted, “for all have slaved and come short »f the 
ory of (,0¢ has 

Sir Herbert. (athe the room in apparent agitation.) Lord ! forgive 
y ignorance !—nut, my dear Reaufort, are these things revily in the 
ible? LI never remember reading such words as those you haye just 
noted. 

Beanfort.—Indeed, Sir Herbert, they are, and if you will allow me, f 
rill point them ont—{ Takes down the fuinily Bible, end wrns to the t rts.) 
_[ will leave the strings in the proper places. 

Sir Herbert. ‘Thank you; but if we cannot keep the law as you 
have just remarked, and as I begin to perceive—vyet the ordinances of 
eligion are designed to relieve us, and certainly will render the Dei- 
y propitious to us. For instance, Baptism and the Lord's Supper, the 
ormer of which makes us members of Christ, children of God, and in- 
eritors of the kingdom of Heaven, and the latter procures for us the 


emission of sins, and makes us meet for the kingdom of Heaven,  Beo- 


ides, we have to plead our acts of charity, and many other things which 
nu. donbtless, acceptable to the Mosincrease or din... 
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92 e 
the Lord’s supper, they are ordinances instituted by Christ; the fo 
enitiatory, or introducing us :nto the visible church, the latter dech, 
ry of our love and attachment to the biessed Redeemer. They C4 
no grace, they entitle to no biessing, although they are means hy Why 
spiritual blessings are frequentiy commuuicated. Baptism is the ; 
regeneration, but not the thing itseif—and the Lord’s supper strikiy 
sets forth Christ crucified; tie one exhibits our deflement by sin, , 
our cleansing vy the sanctifying influences of the Holy Optrit, ands 
other the cause of our pardon, the meritorious sacrifice of Christ. 

Sor Lferbert. But surely, my good friend does not mean to say t 
good works are unnecessary! The Christian religion does not exem 
us irom deeds pf usefulness. It never can allow any man to iive ing 
{t never can condemn morality! 

rene ae By no means, it enforces good works, that is, the obse 
ance of the divine precepts. But it puts them in their proper picclmm\l 
‘The gospel represents them as the fruits of righteousness, the evden 
of a converted state ; hence the words of our Saylour, ‘If ye love ay 
keep my commandments.’ The faith, which is the gifi of God, work 
by love and purifies the heart, disengages the aflections from earth 
and fixes them on Ged and sacred things. 

Ser Herbert. Pardon me, my dear Thomas; you mentioned the wor 
converted ; [ have always been taught to consider that word as Sy nonye 
mous for deranged ; but you have removed so many objections fromm 
mind, that I begin to suspect my former ideas on this topic also, | 
have heard strange stories respecting conversions. 

Beaufort. Candor compels me to confesss that strange stories have 
been told, and some of them founded en fact; weak, artful, designing 
persons haye sometimes brought the important realties of religion into 
contempt by their fanciful representations, and their falsehoods,—hnt 
still the conversion of a sinner to God is a reality: Examine the case of 
Saul of ‘Tarsus, and behold him transformed by conversion into Paul the 
preacher, the apostle of the gentiles. What is conversion but a tum 
ing from sin to holiness, from the world to God. Convinced by thig 
holy spirit -f the evivion ;—: ut, ml turn from them into the paths ' 
Chews gyd So Tx. Ol MY Ways, to  . reasonable ?——Is thesy thing 


aw 


experiencing pleasure and delight in the ways of religion 7—In loving 
thase that love God? 


As Beaufort pronounced the last words, his whole countenance beam- 


ed with delight, and betrayed the emotion, the jov of his re 
aused a moment, and seizing Sir Herbert most affectionately m . 
hand exclaimed, ‘O mv dear Sir, wovld to God you felt as | now feel: 


and that 


an Fay 





iv -armth————I have been betrayed into 
but forgive my warmth—— 


a freedom which prudence would reprove, although zeal and an ardent 
desire for your present and future felicity plead my apology. 


‘ j » Bi ‘speak not of 
‘Nay, dearest Beaufort,’ hastily replied the Baronet, ‘speak 


freedoms or apologies, I am greatly your debtor, and if not — 
convinced by your arguments, you have, al least, brought me to 


stand. 


I give you credit to the full amount for your sincerity, and 


i d with the sentiments you have 
ish that my mind were deeply imbued with t 
istiversd Gas what I can do to acquire this best of all knowledge, 
knowledge of myself?” 3 
niThe Loawtndye of ourselves,’ answered Beaufort, ‘is only important a8 





93 | 
ecied with the knowledge of God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 
p, PRAY, MEDITATE He that has promised to give His Spirit to them 
ack it, will not deny it to you while the promise stands upon rec- 

‘Ask and it shall be giyen you.’ 

rarewell, dear Sir, (looking at his watch) an engagement presses my 
arture. If you will condescend to listen to one who is himself a 
re child in knowledge, I shall be always ready to obey your comt- 

9 
videseend? ’ said Sir Herbert, as he pressed the hand of his young 
nd, ‘I shall consider it a high favor. Pray repeat your visit very 
o. May the Almighty bless you. Farewell.’ 


(To be continued.) 





EDITORIAL. 
‘What is one’s meat is another's poison!” 

Many pereons have expressed their opinion of what they think would 

best to publish i in the Informer. Some express a wish, that all let- 

3, conveying: accounts of revivals, might be abridged, ‘eal express 

» substance in short, fo make room for miscellaneous pieces; others 

ish every letter to be published at full length, for they wish to read 

thing else. Some wish that the errors of different denominations 

ay be exposed; others say, “We hope no controverted points will ev- 

be discussed in the Informer.” Some express much satisfaction with 

piece entitled “Meekness and Passion ;” one person has written very 

ard against that piece. Some are much delighted with having music 

ublished in the Informer; others think it is not useful, &. Thus we 
ee the variety of opinions. 

In reply to complainers, I answer, that I never expected to please ally 
nt it has been my study to render the work useful. I know I am lia- 
ble to err, and am sensible that the Informer is not, in some respects, 
vhat it onght to be. It should contain, at least once in a year, the 
names of all the Eldersand licensed Preachers in the connexion, and their 
esidence, so that when they travel, they may be known among the 
brethren to be in fellowship. The number of churches, whére situated, 
umber of members in each church, increase or diminution for the past 
lear, and each of them classed under the Quarterly Meetings to whit 

Waibey belong, should be published in the Informer. But these thing® 

“‘Bpnot be published without the necessary information be given. ¥ 

eachers and brethren will attend to this, and send said information in 

the month of October or first of November in each year, it shall be 
iblished in December No. 

| have ever wished that some printed medium might be circulated 
hrough this connexion, for the information of all, and as no one step- 

ed forward, I undertook it; and now if my brethren will find some 

Person, who will publish a work, more for the good of the body than I 
a I will cheerfully relinquish mine, and support that, which will do 
1¢ most good. 

| have enjoyed much satisfaction to find that the Informer has spread 
0 far, and been so generally approbated by the connexion; but | Ja- 

hent that so many have’ neglected to pay their small share, and conse- 
(Buently subjected me to much inconvenience. I have coneluded to 
Prase every person’s name from the list, (particular contracts excepted,)} 
























tnt owes for twe or more years, concluding that they never inten} 
pay, and T cannot afiord to give them away. J shall (after sending 
mumber) erase 128 names, each of whom owe two years, and most ye 
them tbree or four years. If these persons-wish not to have their pay, 
published, that people may kuow by whom | suffer, they will, | . 
sume, soon seni and pay what is due. One thing more I will rem 
which is, that those, who have made the most complaint about th 
former, have generally been such as have paid but ifttle or nothingg 
3t. The persons, thot have promptly paid, receive my hearty thank 
and of these there is a respectable number, I write these things i 
the information of all, ever wishing to be a servant to the chureh j 
yesus’ suke. E. Cuasg 





FOR THE INFORMER. 
BENTON QR. MEETING 

Was holden at Middlesex, N. Y. the 8th and 9th days 
May, 1824. Elders’ Conference Friday preceding. 

Saturday, May 8th. Met at 10 o’clock, two weighty dis 
eourses were delivered ; one by Eld. S. Wire, the other by 
Br. S. Bradford, after which the brethren and sisters spakd 
of their great enjoyments in believing in Jesus; The r 
ports from the difierent churches were next called for, and 
we found that the churches in general are stedfast in the 
faith, with some exceptions. 

A council was chosen to meet on Sabbath day morning 
for the purpose of examiming Br. Samuel Bradford, a cate 
didate for ordination. 

May 9th. Council met at 7 o’clock A. M. Meeting 
commenced at 10 o’clocks in which we enjoyed a happy sca 
son. The first discourse was delivered by Elder S. P. Colk§ 
ver, then proceeded to ordination as follows: 

Ordination sermon by Eider Israel Craw, Prayer by Eid. 
John Norton, Jr., Charge by Eld. Israel Craw, Right band 
of Fellowship by Eld. Samuel Wire, Concluding Prayer by 
Elder Zebulon Dean. 

‘Two sermons were then delivered. the first by Br. Her 
man Bruce, the second by Eid. John Norton, Jr. Meeting 
then closed. 

Our next Qr. Meeting ts to be holden in Bristol, the 7th 
and 8th of August next. 

Sotomon P. Cortver, Clerk: 
ns mei NE TL 
TO SINGERS. 
‘ t is not intended to publish more thoy npout one page of music im 
tits Inforines in eagh month, consideriug ‘uat much the largest sumber 








SF 
qbecribers are unaequainted with music: In the last Ne. three pa- 
; were occupied with notes, consequently, omit publishing any this 


sath, and probably next. ‘The hymn, in this number, may be sung ir 
a iyne published last month. 


DIkD 

{n this town April 30th. Wittiam Winuiams Jr. Esq. aged 47.—In his 
fo, he was a useful and respectable citizen; and by his death, the pub- 
c sustains a great loss. He has left a wife, two daughters, and an aged 
4 infirm father, with several other relatives. 

Mrs Sarah Nichols, wife of Mr. Moses Nichols, aged 61. She has 
or many years past been Son sep of religion, and adorned her pro- 
sion by a well ordered life and conversation, and died in full hope of 
glorious immortality: Her funeral was attended. May 17, by a large 
d attentive assembly, to whom a discourse was deliv ered irom Hosea 
iii, 14. “J will ransom them from the power of the grave ; z” §. 

May 16, Amasa Sargent aged 19. He was a promising young man} 

t willingly resigned all earthly prospects for a glorions resurrection 
ith Christ. He longed for the hour to arrive, that he might be re- 
‘ei from these clogs of clay, to meet his blessed Redeemer in heay- 


‘Departed this life on Monday, May 10th, Mrs. Hannah, Burley of 
yndon, Vt. wife of Mr. Stephen Buriey, ana only daughter of Elder 
paniel Quimby, aged 24. She made a profeszion of religion at the age 
seven years, and has lived an example of piety since. Se bore her 
ckness with christian fortitude and resignation, rejoicing in hope of 
‘e glory of God During her sickness, one of her children, aged 4 
onthe, was taken from her by death. She has left a husband and 

wo smail children to mourn their loss. 
Communicated by Eld. J. Woodman, 





NOTICE. 
The members of the Vew Hampshire Charitable Society are hereby ne- 
" 1, that their annual meeting for the choice of officers, &c. will be 
oldea at the south meeting house in Weare, N.H. on Friday the 11th 


if June inst, at one o “clock, P. M. Exocn Praca, Seeretar:;. 





FOR THE INFORMER, 


THE SAINT’S HOPE. 
Tune—Concert. Printed in the last No. of Inforwner 


1 In this world of sin and sorrow, 
Compass’d round by many a care, 
From eternity we borrow 
Hopes that do exclude despair. 
Though by nature we are sinaners, 
All expos’d to pam and woe; 

Yet in Christ, our great Redeemer, 


We hare hopes while here belovy. 

















kone 
2 Hope that by his death and suff’ringg 
We’ve obtain’d forgiving grace ; 
And by heartily repenting 
Of our many sinful ways. 
Though in darkness often wander, 
Drawn by satan into sin; 
By confessing and forsaking, 


Hope to see his face again. 


3 Hope when earthly frieuds forsake us; 
We’ve a better friend on high; | 
One that will in danger save us; 

One that hears his children cry. 

Hope to see our lovely Jesus, 

W here our sins can never come; 

When from earth to heaven he takes usj 
To our long desired home. 


4 Hope to meet the saints in glory, 
Round our heav’nly Father’s thrones 
Hope to jom in their glad stery, 

We are sav’d by Christ alone. 
Hope to enter Life Evernal, 

Life ii Christ that never dies; 
Hope to gain a crown immortal, 
When in death we close our eyes. 


5, All these hopes in Christ, we centre 
On the merits of his blood, 
*Tis on him our all we venture, 
On his kind assuring word. 
By these hopes we bear our trouble; 
And our trying conflicts here ; 
Knowing life is but a bubble, 
And will shortly disappear. 


§ Then when time with us is ended; 
And our mortal bodies die; 
Hope to go, by angels cuarded; 
‘To a mansion far on high; | 
There to praise through endless ages, 
Christ our glorious conq’ring king ; 
There to jon with saints and angels, 

_ All his wond’rous works to sing. 








